spent on science, Jonathan Hodgkin, professor of genetics and one of two departmental coordinators of the art project, points out that the money has come from designated arts grants from the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, the UK Wellcome Trust's public engagement fund and the Arts Council of England. "Part of our aim is to humanize the image of science for the public, " Hodgkin explains.
All four of the artists developed their work after spending time with researchers in their labs. The entire L-shaped facade around the entrance displays Nicky Hirst's Glass Menagerie. Her multiple life-like forms based on the Rorschach inkblot test, screen-printed onto the glass panes, raise questions about how we organize and view the world around us.
Fine-art photographer Peter Fraser followed the demolition of the department's old buildings and the construction of the new. "He is documenting a process of physical change and 'capturing the intermediates' , which is what we do as scientists, " says Hodgkin. Meanwhile, digital artist Tim Head found common ground in Mark Sansom's Structural Bioinformatics and Computational Biochemistry group. "The point of the residency was not to illustrate the science, " says Sansom. "But if you have a greater degree of visual literacy, you reflect more on both the way you represent things, and also the way that may limit the way you think about them. "
In the atrium, artist Annie Cattrell has suspended a flock of more than 150 bird forms cast in resin. Commenting on the success of the art-science collaboration, she noted each side's respect for the professionalism of the other, and the "lovely sense of trust" she felt in working with Sansom and Hodgkin. Her piece was inspired by learning about Hodgkin's work on nematode genetics, and understanding that "you can find something extraordinary in something so prosaic".
The prime purpose of the art project is to create a stunning physical environment for research. "The senior people [in the university] grasped that if you are trying to recruit the best people in the world, walking them through a building that is dark and dingy is not the best way to get them, " says Sansom. Time will tell if money spent on art gives a significant return in scientific discovery. 
